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                                                        Introduction   

 

              The following report presents information concerning an archaeological survey 

that was conducted in Trepassey on the peninsula known as the Lower Coast during 

the week beginning on October 12th and ending on the 18th, 2014. The submission of 

this report partially fulfills requirements for holding the Archaeological Investigation 

Permit 14.31 (Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, Department of Tourism, 

Culture and Recreation) and the terms set by The Sir William Vaughan Trust 

Incorporated (SWVT), a community organization responsible for funding this project.  

              Trepassey is a small Newfoundland community located on the southeast coast 

of the Avalon Peninsula (see Figure 1). Beginning in the 1500s various European 

groups travelled to this area to engage in the Newfoundland fishery. Rather than 

permanently settling in the region they were temporary residents. The SWVT has 

expressed an interest in Trepassey Bay as it is thought that Sir William Vaughan, a 

Welsh writer, doctor, lawyer and colonial entrepreneur established a plantation there 

sometime during the period from 1621 to 1622 (Cell 2000). Through an archaeological 

survey completed in the fall of 2013 it was determined that a network of stone fences 

located on Trepassey’s Lower Coast was constructed by local residents sometime after 

1830 (Fleming 2014). The funding for a second season of survey allowed for the 

investigation of other areas on the Lower Coast including a thoroughfare known as 

Currie’s Lane and a currently unused pasture known locally as Jackson’s Plantation.  

 

                                                 Objective and Framework  

 

              The objective of this project is to build an understanding of the cultural history 

of Trepassey, specifically as it relates to early settlement and land use. Through a 

number of historical documents it is known that Trepassey was an area of the island 

frequented by a number of European groups involved in the fishery. The Lower Coast 

would have been an ideal location due to its proximity to important fishing grounds; in 

addition there would have been ample space along the beach and the barrisway-like 

isthmus to process dry fish. Previously, an archaeological investigation examining 



batteries along the southern shore (Mills 1998) included an assessment of the battery 

on the Lower Coast. In addition, the archaeological survey focusing on stone work 

fences located on the Lower Coast revealed that these features were constructed by 

local residents sometime after the 1830s (Fleming 2014). Currie’s Lane is a visible 

feature on the landscape and extends from the previously mentioned stone works in the 

south to the landwash in the north. The SWVT, who aided in obtaining the funding for 

the second season of survey, indicated that they would like this feature tested as it had 

the potential to reveal activities associated with fishing and other aspects of life as this 

feature extends though the current settlement to the stone works. In addition to Currie’s 

Lane, a piece of land known as Jackson’s Plantation was tested. Several specific 

research questions provide a framework to achieve the objective of the project. These 

questions include 1) how long have these areas been in use; 2) who used the sites; and 

3) what activities took place on or near these sites.  

 

                                                    Historical Background 

 

            The history of Trepassey is firmly rooted in the early stages of the European cod 

fishery in the New World. Following John Cabot’s discovery of vast quantities of cod fish 

off the shores of Newfoundland in 1497 a number of European countries set sail to 

engage in a seasonal fishery. Portugal, France and Spain were the first countries to 

take advantage of this resource. As early as 1505 the Trepassey area was known to 

Portuguese mariners as the area was referred to on a map as ‘Riuo de bosas’ or River 

of Roses. By the first half of the sixteenth century French fishermen, according to the 

account of Jacques Cartier, were perusing the industry along the east coast of 

Newfoundland to the straits of Belle Isle and in 1555, the name ‘Trepassey’ appears on 

a French map (Blackburn 1949, Wegenast and Stockwood 1981). The French word 

trepasse refers to people who have departed or died and may have referred to the 

many shipwrecks that occurred in the area. Alternatively, Trepassey may have been 

named after an area in Brittany on the coast of France called Baie de Trepasses. In 

1616, a tract of land stretching from Renews to St. Mary’s Bay was purchased by Sir 

William Vaughan, from the London and Bristol Company which held major assets on the 

http://www.biographi.ca/EN/ShowBio.asp?BioId=34229


Avalon Peninsula. Vaughan believed that colonial expansion could remedy the poverty 

and lack of enterprise that existed in the old country. The main idea underlying 

Vaughan's project was to co-ordinate industry, agriculture, and the profitable fishery.  

Planters could fish during the fishing season, being able to start early before ships from 

Europe arrived. Following the end of the fishing season they could devote their energies 

to lumbering and agriculture (Williams 1921). The area was settled by the first Welsh 

planters sometime during the period from 1621 to 1622 and Vaughan’s involvement 

may or may not have included his presence (Cell 2000). The year following the planter’s 

arrival Vaughan employed Sir Richard Whitbourne to act as the governor of the new 

colony and to accompany the transport of additional settlers and provisions. 

Unfortunately due to the ‘idleness’ of the first group of planters as reported by 

Whitbourne and the loss of a vessel to piracy portions of Vaughan’s holdings were 

eventually sold to Lord Baltimore and Lord Falkland (Wegenast and Stockwood 1981). 

While Vaughan’s efforts to create a colony failed he retained interest in Newfoundland 

and a map of the island produced by John Mason was published in 1625 by Vaughan in 

his book Cambrensium Caroleia.  

             French and English fishermen and planters occupied Trepassey throughout 

much of the 17th century because of its proximity to important fishing grounds (Butt 

1998). In 1684 Captain Francis Wheler reported that French families had settled 

Trepassey (Pope 2004:312). However, the area would become abandoned when the 

Anglo-French wars began in the 1690s (Butt 1998). By 1702 the war reached a tipping 

point in Trepassey when Sir John Leake, Captain of the Exeter, arrived in Trepassey 

harbour on August 29th and proceeded to “drive out the French” by burning their homes, 

stores and fish drying stages (Godfrey 2003). By 1708 there were no inhabitants living 

there (Butt 1998). In 1713 change would come in the form of the Treaty of Utrecht, this 

treaty granted the English control over the harbour and they became the sole operators. 

As a result, a number of English families dominated the landscape as magistrates and 

merchants. English merchants were known to have employed Irishmen in the local 

fishery and, after the American revolution of 1776 the migratory English banks fishery 

started to decline and the control of Trepassey fell to its residents who were 

predominately Irish. By 1804 only six English residents remained compared to two-



hundred and twenty-one Irish residents (Wegenast and Stockwood 1981). The early 

19th century remained a prosperous one for Newfoundland and its fishery as the 

Napoleonic Wars (1803-1815) gave the colony almost complete control over the 

international fish trade (Higgins 2009). A large number of Irish immigrants arrived during 

the first three decades of the century and fishing operations began to rely on family 

labour as opposed to the sizable boat and shore crew operations of the migratory 

fishery. The fishery played a pivotal role in the settlement and development of 

Trepassey. Due to the closure of the local fish plant in 1991 and the cod moratorium of 

1992 there was a dramatic population decline however there are a number of residents 

who remain engaged in the fishing industry today.  

 

                                             Land Use on the Lower Coast 

 

             Throughout time people have constructed and used the environment around 

them to meet their various needs. The landscape of the Lower Coast is no different as it 

provided inhabitants of the area a space where a number of activities could take place. 

Most notably are the barrisway-like isthmus and the large beach on the most northern 

section of the Lower Coast that would have provided areas for drying fish. These 

features would have been important as the fishery played a vital role in the peopling of 

the area. During the American Revolution, the Lower Coast was seen as a strategic 

defense location and a portion of the coast was used to construct a battery to protect 

the harbour from American privateers. The location was chosen by Captain Robert 

Pringle and construction of the battery was carried out by local residents between late 

1778 and mid 1779 (Mills 1998). While all of the battery’s along the Southern Shore 

were deactivated after the American Revolution ended, it is believed that the Trepassey 

battery may have been reactivated in 1812 and abandoned shortly after the war of 1812 

(Mills 1998). Stone fence structures located to the north of the battery indicate another 

activity area and are a clear definition of land ownership. These structures were tested 

in 2013 and indicate that animal husbandry was an activity carried out by Trepassey 

residents (Fleming 2014). During the 2013 survey a thoroughfare known locally as 

Currie’s Lane was noted. This laneway stretches from the stone works in the south, 



through the settlement, to the beach in the north thus providing a link between the 

various activity areas. Finally, an area of unused pasture land known as Jackson’s 

Plantation was no doubly host to various forms of daily life from every day domestic 

chores to fish processing.  

 

                                                          Methodology 

 

 Archaeological field work examining Currie’s Lane and Jackson’s Plantation 

took place from the 12th-18th of October 2014. During this time I was accompanied by a 

local resident, Megell Corcoran, to complete subsurface testing by way of shovel test 

pitting to try to determine who used the sites, the age of the sites and what activities 

may have been occurring on or near the sites. Forty-nine 50cm by 50cm test pits were 

placed along Currie’s Lane, on Jackson’s Plantation and to the north of both these sites, 

closer to the landwash (See Figure 2)1. The majority of these pits, thirty-seven in total, 

were placed on as well as to the east and west of Currie’s Lane. Of the remaining 

twelve test pits, nine were placed on a section of Jackson’s Plantation. The location of 

these test pits were recorded using a Garmin GPSmap 62s.  

 

                                                  Currie’s Lane (CeAi-06) 

 

 This throughway was first documented in Joseph Devereaux’s 1912 registered 

survey (See Figure 3). Due to minimal documentation of this feature and its location 

stretching from the stone fence works to the beach it was anticipated that the laneway 

would contain an early to mid 19th century component associated with the stone works 

to the south and a potentially earlier component closer to the settlement and the beach. 

Five of the seven day excavation focused on this feature and of the thirty-seven test pits 

excavated thirty contained artifacts. A total of 205 artifacts were recovered. Test pits 1 

through 15, as well as 32 and 33 were located closer to the stone fence works. A variety 

of artifacts were recovered including bottle and window glass fragments, nails, an iron 

pot fragment, brick fragments, undecorated pipe stems, creamware, pearlware, refined 

                                                           
1
 For a complete description of all test pits see Appendix 1.  



earthenware, coarse earthenware, North Devon sgrafitto, white salt glazed stoneware 

and Westerwald stoneware sherds. Unfortunately not all of these artifacts could be 

dated. However the presence of creamware and scalloped pearlware in this 

assemblage indicates an early to mid 19th century date as creamware was popular from 

the 1780s into the 1840s and scalloped pearlware from approximately 1800 to 1835 

(Towner 1978, Miller et al. 2000). These dates fit nicely with the construction of the 

stone work fences to the south. In addition to this, the presence of North Devon 

sgrafitto, white salt glazed stoneware and Westerwald sherds signifies earlier activity in 

the area. These ceramics have various production rates ranging from 1635 to 1710 for 

the North Devon sgrafitto, from 1650 to 1750 for the Westerwald stoneware and 1685 to 

1785 for white salt glazed stoneware (Miller et al. 2000, Noel Hume 1969) (See Figures 

4-6). North Devon sgrafitto has been found in late 17th century contexts at both 

Ferryland and Maryland. Also of note is the fact that while sgrafitto flatware was no 

longer manufactured after 1700 the production of harvest jugs continued into the third 

quarter of the 18th century (Grant 1983:13). Unfortunately the sherds recovered from 

CeAi-05 are too small to determine form and thus a more specific date cannot be made 

concerning them. The production range for white salt glazed and Westerwald 

stonewares are similar although white salt glazed stoneware was most popular from 

approximately 1720 to 1770  (Edwards and Hampson 2005). The test pits located closer 

to the stone fence works on the Lower Coast exhibit a wide range in dates potentially 

from the late 17th century into the early-mid 19th century.  

              While modern disturbances appeared to be minimal in these test pits it should 

be noted that on the first day of the excavation a small concrete foundation was 

observed on the laneway located between the East Fences (CeAi-03) and the 

community on the Lower Coast. After talking to a local resident, Mr. Jim Corrigan, I was 

informed that it was the remnants of an old water pump installed in the 1960s that ran 

the length of Currie’s Lane and supplied the community but had been out of commission 

for some time.  

              Test pits 16 to 30 and 34 to 38 along Currie’s Lane were located closer to 

modern settlement and disturbance here was evident not only from the installment of 

the water line but also due to the settlement pattern. In addition, an area to the north 



west of the laneway has experienced water buildup and a number of test pits here filled 

with water before the excavation could be completed. With that said, 157 artifacts were 

recovered from these test pits. A wide variety of objects were recovered including 

various sherds of decorated and undecorated refined earthenware, coarse earthenware, 

stoneware, iron objects, brick fragments, unidentified copper, gun flint, bottle glass, 

unidentified glass, pipe stems and bowls, and a glass bead. The provenience of these 

artifacts indicates the amount of disturbance in this area. A few examples include items 

recovered from test pit 19 and test pit 26. Five artifacts were recovered from test pit 19, 

two from stratum 1 and three from stratum 2. Of particular interest is that pearlware, 

creamware and North Devon sgrafitto sherds were recovered from stratum 2. The 

earliest possible date for the refined earthenwares would be the mid 18th century while 

North Devon sgrafitto typically has an earlier date, 1635-1710 (Miller et al. 2000). Also, 

in test pit 26 thirteen artifacts were recovered from stratum 1. Here we find refined 

earthenwares in the presence of a Westerwald stoneware sherd. While it is possible 

that there may be a slight overlap between the production of refined earthenware and 

Westerwald stoneware the refined earthenware recovered from this test pit includes 

sherds with a particular design known as “flow blue (See Figure 7).” This design type 

was not common until 1844 through to 1860 while the production of Westerwald is the 

mid to possibly late 18th century (Brown 1982, Miller et al. 2000, Noel Hume 1969).  

           The variety of artifacts recovered indicate a multi-component site however due to 

various disturbances it is impossible to define them. Artifacts recovered that indicate the 

earliest activity here include Portuguese coarse earthenware and North Devon sgrafitto 

sherds. Portuguese coarse earthenware has been found in late 16th century through 

17th century English context sites in Newfoundland and as previously mentioned North 

Devon sgrafitto dates from 1635 to 1710 (Newstead 2013, Miller et. al 2000).2 These 

are followed by a number of ceramics which indicate a 17th to 18th century largely 

English component and includes Westerwald stoneware (1650-1775), Strafford 

manganese mottled (1680-1780) and English brown salt glazed stoneware sherds 

(1690-1775) (Miller et al. 2000, Aultman et al. 2003, Noel Hume 1970 and 2001). 

                                                           
2
 Tin-glazed earthenware was also recovered. Production of this ceramic type ranges from 1567 to post 1750 

(Brown 1982). The easiest was to determine a more specific date is through form and decoration. Due to the small 
size of the sherds recovered it is not possible to refine the date range and thus is not included. 



Strafford manganese mottled wares were popular during the late 17th century and early 

decades of the 18th century (Elliott 1998, Philpott 1985). The recovery of Jackfield type 

(1740-1790) and Buckley (1720-1775) ceramic sherds may point towards an 18th 

century occupation of the site (Noel Hume 1969 and 2001, Miller et al. 2000, Aultman et 

al. 2003). Finally, a wide variety of refined earthenwares represent the late 18th through 

to 20th century occupation of the area. In particular, a pipe stem with the makers mark 

“RING” was recovered (See Figure 8). This pipe would have been manufactured by the 

Ring family of Bristol during the 19th century and a shipment of their products was sent 

to Newfoundland in 1825 (Price et al. 1984). In addition, a number of refined 

earthenware sherds decorated in chrome and coloured transfer print correspond to 

activity in the area post 1830. Finally, the presence of a Ricksecker perfume bottle 

stopper (ca. 1900) illustrates decisions made by local residents of the area (See Figure 

9). While the majority of other artifacts collected from this site demonstrate use by the 

household the Ricksecker product would have been something of a luxury item for 

personal use.  

 

                                            Jackson’s Plantation (CeAi-07) 

 

              A section of land on the Lower Coast, referred to as Jackson’s Plantation by 

local residents, is boarded by residential homes to the east and west, by the main road 

to the north and a barn to the south (See Figure 2). Research into the Jackson family 

has produced a James Jackson who lived in Trepassey by at least the 1770s (N.A. 

1776) and a William Bickford Jackson, no doubt a relative of James, whose will dated to 

1840 states he held land in Trepassey (N.A. 1849). Unfortunately these sources do not 

give the exact location of their holdings. Never-the-less, 72 artifacts were recovered 

from seven test pits at the site now know as Jackson’s Plantation. The type and style of 

artifacts unearthed were very similar to those found along Currie’s Lane and include, a 

Yardley cologne bottle (ca 1900), creamware (1775-1829), pearlware (1779-1830) 

coarse earthenwares, tin glazed earthenware, Jackfield type sherds (1740-1790), 

Stafford manganese mottled sherds (1680-1780), Westerwald stoneware (1650-1775), 

“dot, diaper and basket” white salt-glazed stoneware (1740s), glass bottle fragments 



and a drinking vessel (Aultman et al. 2003, Brown 1982, Miller et  

al. 2000, Noel Hume 1969 and 2001)3 (See Figures 10-12). These artifacts give the site 

a date range from as early as the 17th century into the 20th century however; the 

majority of these items would have been popular during the 18th century. Much like 

CeAi-06, Jackson’s Plantation illustrates consistent use of the Lower Coast beginning 

as early as the 17th century with a more prominent 18th century component.  

 

                                                            Summary  

 

               This report describes the archaeological survey that took place on Trepassey’s 

Lower Coast during the third week of October 2014. This survey was a continuation of 

the investigation into Trepasseys cultural history, specifically as it relates to early 

settlement and land use which began in the fall of 2013. Unfortunately Currie’s Lane 

experienced a number of disturbances over the years which led to components of the 

site being mixed. On the other hand, Jackson’s Plantation appears to have minimal 

disturbance. Artifacts present at both these sites indicate the areas were used as early 

as the 17th century, contained an 18th century English component and continued to be 

used in modern times. Of the few objects that could be identified through ceramic 

sherds (cup/saucer, milk pan, plate) in addition to bottle and window glass and a glass 

drinking vessel it appears the areas were associated with daily household activities. The 

presence of pipe fragments, a glass bead, a cologne bottle and a perfume bottle 

stopper represent individuals within the household as these items would likely be 

considered personal effects.  

 

                                               Potential for Future Research 

 

              The geography of the Lower Coast including its size, shape and location has 

attracted people to the area for hundreds of years. Previous archaeological 

investigations have established that the peninsula was used as a defense position 

                                                           
3
 Dates for the coarse earthenwares and tin glazed earthenwares could not be determined as the sherds are either 

too small and/or a more specific material type or manufacturing location could not be defined.   



during the American Revolution and an area to raise livestock. The 2014 survey 

revealed that the Lower Coast had been in use as early as the 17th century with an 

apparent 18th century English occupation. The information gained from this survey 

supplements historical documents regarding early settlement in Trepassey. While it is 

evident that the Lower Coast has been occupied for centuries this continued occupation 

has led to areas where archaeological materials have been greatly disturbed. Additional 

archaeological investigation could reveal information regarding early settlement 

however is it less likely that these areas will be found in an undisturbed state. Future 

research should therefore focus on locating areas of low disturbance in an effort to 

pinpoint the various occupational layers with artifacts in situ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          Figures 

 

 

Figure 1: Location of Trepassey on the southeast coast of Newfoundland’s Avalon Peninsula. 

 

 

 

 

 



    Figure 2: Map illustrating the location of test pits from the 2014 archaeological survey courtesy of Bryn Tapper.  



 

Figure 3: Currie’s Lane from Joseph Devereaux’s 1912 registered survey. 



  

Figure 4: North Devon Sgrafitto recovered from test pit 7.  

 



 

Figure 5: Westerwald stoneware recovered from test pit 10.  

 

 

Figure 6: White salt glazed stoneware recovered from test pit 11.  

 



 

Figure 7: Flow blue ceramic sherds recovered from test pit 26. 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Pipe stem with makers mark “RING” recovered from test pit 36. 

 

 



 

Figure 9: Ricksecker perfume bottle stopper recovered from test pit 23.  

 

  

Figure 10: Jackfield type sherd recovered from test pit 46. 

 



 

 Figure 11: Stafford manganese mottled sherds recovered from test pit 47. 

 

  

Figure 12: “Dot, diaper, basket” sherd recovered from test pit 39. 
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                                                      Appendices  

 

Test Pit 1 

Test pit 1 contained three different stratum beneath the sod layer. Stratum 1 consisted of a light brown 

rocky soil and was 18cm thick in the south of the shovel test and 15cm thick in the north. Stratum 2 

contained brown rocky soil. This layer was 17cm thick in the southern section of the test pit and 9cm 

thick in the northern section. Stratum 3 was excavated to a depth of 44cm in the south and 37cm in the 

south. This layer was approximately 8cm thick and excavation ceased when large rocks extending from 

the east to the west wall were uncovered. No artifacts were recovered from this test pit.  

 

Test Pit 2 

Test pit 2 contained four distinct strata beneath the sod layer. Stratum 1 contained a light brown rocky 

soil and was 17cm thick. A large rock was exposed in the southern section of the test pit and as a result 

stratums 2 through 4 were only excavated in the northern section of the test pit. Stratum 2 consisted of 

brown rocky soil and was 10cm thick. Stratum 3 contained a grey clay-like soil and was 8cm thick. 

Finally, stratum 4 was a sterile, dark brown soil compact with pebbles and rocks. This test pit was 

excavated to a total depth of 45cm below the surface and contained no artifacts.  

 

Test Pit 3 

This shovel test contained three different soil layers. Stratum 1, the first layer, contained light brown 

sticky soil that was 14cm thick in the southern extent of the shovel test and 18cm thick in the north. Two 

bottle glass fragments as well as two window glass fragments were recovered from this layer. Stratum 2 

was a thin layer of dark brown soil. It was 4cm deep at its thickest point in the south and only 1cm thick 

in the north end of the shovel test. Stratum 3 consisted of degraded grey rocks in a compacted brown 

soil. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 34cm in the south and 40cm in the north. Excavation 

ceased when water began to build up in the northern section of the test area.  

 

Test Pit 4 

Test Pit 4 had six different strata beneath the sod layer. Stratum 1 contained brown soil with a lot of 

roots and was 8cm thick. A single bottle glass fragment was unearthed in this layer. Stratum 2 was a 3cm 

thick layer of light brown soil with pebbles. Statum 3 was limited to the northern section of the test pit 

and consisted of dark brown clay-like soil. A grey  clay-like soil lay beneath and was 7cm thick in the 



south and 6cm thick in the northern extent of the test pit. Stratums 5 and 6 both lay directly under 

stratum 4. Stratum 5 contained grey soil with degrading rock and was confined to the southern section 

of the test pit. Stratum 6 consisted of brown soil with degraded rock and only occurred in the northern 

section of the test area. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 34cm.  

 

Test Pit 5 

This test pit contained three strata beneath the sod layer. A 13cm thick layer of grey-brown soil was 

exposed underneath the sod layer. A single sherd of window glass was recovered from this stratum. It 

was followed by a thin lens of grey compact soil with pebbles (stratum 2) in the northern extent of the 

test and a brown compact soil with pebbles in the south. Stratum 3, the brown compact soil with 

pebbles extended beneath stratum 2. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 30cm.    

 

Test Pit 6 

This shovel test contained four distinct strata. Stratum 1 consisted of a brown soil that was excavated to 

a depth of 18cm in the south and only 11cm in the northern section of the test pit due to the presence 

of a large rock. Two artifacts, a nail and a sherd of white salt glazed stoneware were collected from this 

layer. Stratum 2 was a small lens of dark brown clay-like soil which was confined to the southern section 

of the test area. Directly beneath stratum 2 was a layer of grey-clay like soil that was again confined to 

the southern section of the test pit. The northern section of this shovel test contained grey-brown clay 

like soil and a number of rocks. Excavation ceased when a sterile decomposing rock layer was uncovered 

at a depth of 28cm.  

 

Test Pit 7 

Test pit 7 had three different soil layers beneath the sod. Stratum 1 consisted of a brown-grey sticky soil 

and was 7-9cm thick. The only artifacts recovered from this test pit were uncovered in this layer. They 

included a bottle glass fragment, a sherd of white salt glazed stoneware and four North Devon sgrafitto 

sherds. Stratum 2 was a 2-4cm thick layer of brown sticky soil with rocks. Finally stratum 3 consisted of a 

brown clay-like soil and had a number of large rocks throughout which impeded further excavation of 

the shovel test. This test pit was excavated to a total depth of 27cm.  

 

Test Pit 8 

Only two distinct soil layers were uncovered in test pit 8. Stratum 1 consisted of a grey compact soil and 



was 15cm thick. Stratum 2 contained grey soil with a lot of pebbles. This layer was excavated to a depth 

of 30 cm from the surface as only one artifact, a nail, was uncovered and likely represents the fill used to 

cover an old water line.  

 

Test Pit 9 

This test pit contained three strata. Stratum 1 was a grey-brown soil that was 16cm thick. The majority 

of artifacts recovered from this test pit were found in stratum 1. They included a brick, a nail, coarse 

earthenware, creamware, refined earthenware and pearlware sherds. Following was a 7-10cm thick 

layer of grey-brown compact soil with a lot of pebbles. Two artifacts were recovered from this layer, a  

nail and a sherd of window glass. Stratum 3 consisted of a very compacted brown-red soil. This shovel 

test was excavated to a depth of 38cm.  

 

Test Pit 10 

The strata of test pit 10 were very similar to the strata of test pit 9. Stratum 1 consisted of a grey-brown 

soil and was 14-18cm thick. Artifacts recovered from this layer include a brick fragment, a nail, a window 

glass sherd, pearlware and a pipe stem. Stratum 2 was a 17cm thick layer of brown-grey compact soil 

with a lot of pebbles and rocks. Window glass was also recovered from this layer as well as a creamware 

sherd and a Westerwald stoneware sherd. Finally, stratum 3 was a very compact brown-red soil with a 

lot of pebbles and rocks. This shovel test was excavated to a depth of 39cm.  

 

Test Pit 11 

Test pit 11 was a comparatively shallow excavation. Stratum 1 consisted of brown-grey soil that was 

17cm thick. The majority of artifacts recovered from this test pit were unearthed in stratum 1.They 

included 2 nails, a pipe stem, a white salt glazed stoneware sherd, a brick fragment and pearlware 

sherds. Stratum 2 contained compact brown-grey soil with a lot of pebbles and rocks. Only 7cm of this 

layer was excavated as large rocks and bedrock impeded any progress. A single fragment of window 

glass was recovered from this layer.  

 

Test Pit 12 

Two soil layers were uncovered in test pit 12. Stratum 1 consisted of a grey rocky soil that was 13cm 

thick. Underneath was a brown-grey soil with a lot of rocks. This layer was 24cm thick. Excavation 

concluded at a depth of 40cm due to the amount of large rocks. There were no artifacts recovered. The 



composition of the strata in this shovel test are likely an indication of backfill when the water line was 

installed.  

 

Test Pit 13 

Test pit 13 contained two different stratum beneath the sod layer. Stratum 1 was a grey soil with a lot of 

rocks and was 22cm thick in the southern extent of the test pit and 11cm thick in the north. Stratum 2 

consisted of brown soil and had a lot of rocks throughout. This stratum was excavated to a depth of 

37cm below the surface. Only one artifact was recovered from stratum 2, an iron pot fragment.  

 

Test Pit 14 

 This test pit contained 3 strata. Stratum 1 consisted of a brown-grey soil with pebbles and was 15cm 

thick and contained a single spike. Stratum 2 was the same consistency as stratum 1 but was much more 

compacted. This layer was 23cm thick and contained a few large rocks. A creamware sherd and an 

unidentified glass fragment were recovered from this layer. Stratum 3 was 4cm thick and contained dark 

brown soil that had a lot of pebbles and rocks throughout. This shovel test was excavated to a depth of 

40cm below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 15 

Test Pit 15 contained three different soil layers. Stratum 1 was a grey-brown soil with some rocks and 

was 13cm thick. A nail, bottle glass fragment and a creamware sherd were recovered from this layer. 

Stratum 2 was a 17cm thick layer of compact grey soil and had a lot of rocks throughout. A single 

creamware shred was unearthed in this layer. Finally, stratum 3 consisted of compact brown soil with a 

lot of rocks throughout. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 40cm.  

 

Test Pit 16 

Two different strata were encountered during the excavation of test pit 16. The first stratum consisted 

of grey-brown soil with rocks and was 22cm thick in the southern extent of the test pit and 13cm in the 

north. Directly beneath this was a layer of brown rocky soil. The test pit was excavated to a depth of 

37cm. Four artifacts were recovered from this test pit and included a creamware sherd from the sod 

layer, a nail and a creamware sherd from layer 1 and a creamware sherd from stratum 2.  

 



Test Pit 17 

Test Pit 17 contained three strata. Underneath the sod a compact brown-grey soil was encountered. 

This layer was 10-15cm thick and contained a nail, a glass bottle fragment and a pearlware sherd. 

Stratum 2 consisted of compact brown-grey soil with a lot of pebbles and rocks throughout. This stratum 

was 16-20cm thick. The majority of artifacts recovered were unearthed in this layer and included an 

unidentified copper fragment, unidentified iron, refined earthenware, pearlware, a glass bottle sherd, 

gun flint, coarse earthenware and two Westerwald stoneware sherds. Finally, a sterile grey soil with 

decomposing rocks was exposed at a 32cm depth below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 18 

This test pit had three distinct strata. Stratum 1 consisted of a brown-grey soil with a lot of roots and 

some rocks throughout. This stratum was 15cm thick and contained pearlware, creamware, coarse 

earthenware and jackfield-type sherds. Stratum 2 was 20cm thick and contained brown-grey soil with 

some rocks. Artifacts recovered from this layer included 2 pipe stems and coarse earthenware and 

refined earthenware sherds. Finally, stratum 3 consisted of a compact brown-red soil. This test pit was 

excavated to a total depth of 40cm below the surface.    

 

Test Pit 19 

Four distinct strata were exposed in this test pit; the first was a brown-grey compact soil that was 12cm 

thick.  Only two artifacts were recovered from this layer and included a pipe stem and a glass bottle 

fragment. Stratum 2 consisted of brown-grey soil that had a lot of pebbles and some rocks throughout. 

This layer was 19cm thick and contained pearlware, creamware, refined earthenware and North Devon 

sgrafitto sherds. Directly beneath stratum 2 was a thin, 2cm thick, layer of brown-red compact soil. 

Finally, stratum 4 was composed of brown-green compact soil with rocks throughout. This test pit was 

excavated to a depth of 40cm below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 20 

Test pit 20 contained three strata. The first layer was a 13cm thick brown-grey compact soil. A single 

artifact was unearthed in this layer, a pearlware sherd. Stratum 2 consisted of brown-grey soil with a lot 

of pebbles and some rocks throughout and was 16-20cm thick. Artifacts recovered from this stratum 

included refined earthenware, white salt glazed stoneware, and creamware sherds as well as two pipe 

stems and a brick fragment. Finally, a sterile brown-green compact soil with rocks throughout was 



encountered at 31cm below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 21 

This test pit had three distinct strata. Stratum 1 was made up of a brown-grey compact soil and was 

12cm thick. This layer contained a pipe stem and coarse earthenware sherds. The second layer 

contained brown-grey soil and had a lot of pebbles and some rocks throughout. This stratum was 23cm 

thick. A variety of artifacts were recovered from this layer including an English brown salt glazed 

stoneware sherd, a pipe bowl with stem fragment, refined earthenware, creamware and Westerwald 

sherds. Stratum 3 consisted of sterile grey soil with decomposing rocks. This test pit was excavated to a 

depth of 40cm below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 22 

Test pit 22 was a shallow excavation. Only one stratum was exposed, it consisted of brown soil and had 

a lot of rocks throughout. At approximately 19cm below the surface a large rock was encountered which 

impeded further excavation of the test pit. However, a number of artifacts were recovered from this test 

pit including 3 glass bottle fragments, creamware, pearlware and refined earthenware sherds.   

 

Test Pit 23 

Two distinct strata were exposed in this test pit. Stratum 1 was 20cm thick and consisted of brown soil 

that had a lot of rocks and some pebbles throughout. A single Ricksecker perfume bottle stopper was 

recovered from this layer. Stratum 2 contained brown-red soil with large rocks. Artifacts recovered from 

this stratum include two brick fragments, creamware and pearlware sherds. This test pit was excavated 

to a total depth of 23cm below the surface.    

 

Test Pit 24 

This test pit was excavated to a depth of 32-38cm and contained a single stratum. This soil layer 

contained brown soil and had rocks and pebbles throughout. This test pit appeared to consist of fill. A 

variety of artifacts were recovered including 2 brick fragments, unidentified glass and bottle glass 

sherds, tin-glazed earthenware, pearlware, refined earthenware, porcelain and creamware sherds.  

 

Test Pit 25 

Test pit 25 contained three strata. Directly beneath the sod was a layer of brown soil that had small 



rocks throughout. In addition, this layer contained a lens of decomposing wood located 10cm below the 

surface and extended from the south to within 10cm of the northern extent of the excavation. Stratum 1 

was 28cm thick in the south west quad and 10cm thick in the north west. Artifacts recovered from this 

layer included unidentified stoneware sherds, four pipe stems, two glass bottle sherds, two brick 

fragments, pearlware, refined earthenware, porcelain and Westerwald sherds. Stratum 2 contained wet 

brown-grey soil and was 15cm thick. A single artifact was recovered from this layer, a Portuguese coarse 

earthenware shred. Finally, stratum 3 was a wet black soil with roots. This test pit was excavated to a 

total depth of 40cm below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 26 

This test pit contained two distinct soil layers. Stratum 1 was composed of wet brown sticky soil that had 

some rocks throughout. This layer was approximately 20cm thick; beneath this lay wet black soil with 

roots. Due to the area filling with water the test pit was only excavated to a depth of 30cm below the 

surface. Stratum 1 was the only layer to contain artifacts which included a pipe stem, two glass bottle 

fragments, a brick fragment, creamware, refined earthenware and Westerwald sherds.  

 

Test Pit 27 

Conditions and soil layers present in this test pit were very similar to those in test pit 26. Like stratum 1 

in test pit 26, stratum 1 of test pit 27 consisted of a wet and sticky brown soil with a few rocks 

throughout and was 20-25cm thick. Also, stratum 2 was a wet black soil with roots. During the 

excavation of this layer the test pit began to fill with water, as a result the excavation only reached a 

depth of 30cm below the surface. In addition, stratum 1 was the only layer to contain artifacts; they 

included an unidentified glass fragment, a pipe stem, coarse earthenware, refined earthenware and 

Westerward sherds.  

 

Test Pit 28 

Test pit 28 contained a single stratum consisting of crushed rock which is likely fill from construction 

related to the water line instillation along Curries Lane.  The test pit was excavated to a depth of 20cm. 

A single piece of stoneware was recovered from this test pit.   

 

Test Pit 29 

This test pit contained a single stratigraphic layer. Like test pit 28, stratum one consisted of crushed 



stone which is likely fill related to the installation of a water line along Curries Lane. This test pit was 

excavated to a depth of 16cm and contained a high fired buckley coarse earthenware sherd, a 

Westerward sherd and a refined earthenware sherd.  

 

Test Pit 30 

Test pit 30 contained one stratum that consisted of brown soil with a lot of rocks. This test pit was only 

excavated to a depth of 23cm below the surface as it appeared to be fill related to past construction 

along Curries Lane. No artifacts were recovered from this test pit.    

 

Test Pit 31 

Test pit 31 was located near the harbour front. Three distinct strata were uncovered during the 

excavation of this test pit. Stratum 1 was 22-25cm thick and consisted of grey sandy soil with pebbles 

and beach cobbles throughout. Stratum 2 contained compact brown soil with pebbles and was 5cm 

thick. Finally, stratum 3 revealed an early compacted beach layer. This test pit was excavated to a depth 

of 32cm below the surface and did not contain any artifacts.  

 

Test Pit 32 

This test pit contained two separate strata. Stratum 1 consisted of brown-grey sticky clay-like soil that 

had small and large rocks throughout. This layer was 27cm thick. Stratum 2 contained brown soil with 

small rocks throughout. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 32cm below the surface and did not 

contain any artifacts.  

 

Test pit 33 

 Test pit 33 was only excavated to a depth of 20cm below the surface. The excavation revealed a single 

stratum which consisted of brown soil with large rocks. No artifacts were recovered.  

 

Test Pit 34  

Two different strata were unearthed during the excavation of this test pit. Stratum 1 was 26cm thick and 

consisted of brown soil with pebbles throughout. All the artifacts recovered from this test pit were 

unearthed in this layer and included a pipe stem, two brick fragments, a Staffordshire manganese 

mottled sherd, coarse earthenware, creamware, pearlware and refined earthenware sherds. Stratum 2 

contained brown soil with shale rocks and was 14cm thick.  



 

Test Pit 35 

This test pit contained two strata. The first layer contained brown soil with pebbles and small rocks and 

was 24-28cm thick. All of the artifacts recovered from this test pit were unearthed in this layer and 

included a glass bottle fragment, five pipe stems, a pipe bowl, Staffordshire manganese mottled sherds, 

Jackfield-type sherds, refined earthenware, creamware and pearlware sherds.  Stratum 2 consisted of 

brown-grey soil and was 4-9cm thick.  

 

Test Pit 36 

Test pit 36 was excavated to a depth of 40cm below the surface, revealing two strata. Stratum 1 was 

approximately 25cm thick and consisted of brown soil with pebbles and small rocks throughout. All of 

the artifacts recovered from this test pit were found in this stratum. These artifacts included an 

unidentified stoneware sherd, a white salt glazed stoneware sherd, a Westerwald sherd, two glass 

bottle fragments, four pipe stems one of which has a makers mark, “RING”, refined earthenware, 

creamware and pearlware sherds. Stratum 2 contained brown soil with shale and large rocks 

throughout. Excavation ceased at approximately 10cm into stratum 2 due to the large rocks.   

 

Test Pit 37 

This test pit was excavated to a depth of 31cm below the surface. The excavation revealed two strata. 

Stratum 1 contained light brown soil and had pebbles and rocks throughout. This layer was 27cm thick 

and contained two pipe stems and a glass bead. Stratum 2 consisted of brown-orange soil with pebbles 

throughout and was 3cm thick.    

 

Test Pit 38 

This test pit contained two stratigraphic layers. Stratum 1 was 15-21cm thick and consisted of loose 

brown soil with pebbles throughout.  Stratum 2 was 4-9cm thick and contained brown soil with pebbles 

and large rocks. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 27cm below the surface and did not contain 

artifacts.  

 

Test Pit 39 

Test pit 39 contained three distinct strata. Stratum 1 was 14cm thick and contained brown sandy soil. 

Only two artifacts were recovered from this layer and they included a cologne bottle with “Yardley” on 



the bottom dated to ca. 1900 and a coarse earthenware sherd. Stratum 2 was 12 cm thick and consisted 

of brown soil and had small pebbles throughout. The majority of artifacts recovered from this test pit 

were found in this layer. Artifacts found in this layer included a pipe stem, six North Devon coarse 

earthenware sherds, a glass bottle fragment, a white salt glazed stoneware “dot, diaper, basket” sherd, 

a Westerwald sherd and coarse earthenware sherds. Finally, stratum 3 was a 3cm layer of brown-orange 

soil and had some pebbles throughout. A single North Devon coarse earthenware sherd was recovered 

from this stratum. This shovel test was excavated to a depth of 31cm below the surface in the northern 

section and 40cm in the south. The difference in depths may indicate a ditch feature.  

 

Test Pit 40 

This test pit was excavated to a depth of 29cm below the surface and contained three distinct 

stratigraphic layers. Stratum 1 was 9cm thick and consisted of light brown sandy soil with beach cobbles 

throughout. Various glass bottle fragments were recovered from this layer. A 6cm layer of brown 

compact soil made up stratum 2. Pearlware sherds and a single Westerwald sherd were recovered from 

this layer. Stratum 3 was a 3-8cm thick layer of brown soil with beach cobbles throughout and contained 

a coarse earthenware sherd.   

 

Test Pit 41 

Three separate strata were revealed during the excavation of this test pit. Stratum 1 was 21cm thick and 

contained brown soil with some pebbles throughout. Glass bottle fragments were recovered from this 

layer. Stratum 2 was 7-11cm thick and consisted of brown soil with many pebbles throughout. A single 

sherd of white salt glazed stoneware with the “dot, diaper, basket” motif was recovered from stratum 2. 

This was followed by a sterile brown-green soil. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 33cm below 

the surface.  

 

Test Pit 42 

Test pit 42 contained four stratigraphic layers. Stratum 1 was composed of light brown soil and had a lot 

of pebbles throughout. This layer was 16cm thick .Stratum 2 was 11-13cm thick and consisted of brown 

compact soil. Stratum 3 contained brown soil and had beach cobbles throughout. This layer was 8-10cm 

thick. Finally stratum 4 was 2cm thick and was made up of brown soil with some rocks throughout. This 

test pit was excavated to a depth of 41cm below the surface and did not contain artifacts.  

 



Test Pit 43 

This test pit was excavated to a depth of 37cm below the surface and contained three stratigraphic 

layers. The fist layer was 18cm thick and consisted of brown sandy soil with grass roots and had some 

small rocks throughout. Stratum 2 was 12-17cm thick and contained brown sandy soil with small 

pebbles and medium rocks throughout. Finally, stratum 3 was a thin 2cm layer of dark brown soil with a 

lot of pebbles throughout. This shovel test was excavated to a depth of 37cm below the surface. 

Modern glass and brick were located in the first stratum but were not collected.  

 

Test Pit 44 

This was a comparatively shallow excavation. This test pit contained two strata and was excavated to a 

depth of 18cm below the surface. Stratum 1 contained brown sandy soil with a lot of beach cobbles 

throughout and was 12-15cm thick. Stratum 2 consisted of grey clay like soil with decomposing rocks 

and was 1cm thick. No artifacts were recovered from this shovel test.  

 

Test Pit 45 

Test pit 45 contained two stratigraphic layers. Stratum 1 was 29cm thick and contained brown sandy soil 

with a lot of beach cobbles. Stratum 2 consisted of grey-brown clay like soil with small pebbles and was 

2cm thick. This shovel test was excavated to a depth of 33cm below the surface and did not contain any 

artifacts.  

 

Test Pit 46 

Three different strata were unearthed during the excavation of this test pit. Stratum 1 was 10-15cm 

thick and consisted of brown soil that had some pebbles throughout. Glass bottle fragments were 

recovered from this layer. Stratum 2 contained brown soil with small pebbles and medium to large 

rocks. This layer was 19-22cm thick and contained a number of artifacts and debris indicating this may 

have been a dump area. Specifically, the artifacts included creamware, pearlware, tin-glazed 

earthenware, coarse earthenware, Westerwald and Jackfield-type sherds as well as a single fragment of 

glaze. Finally, stratum 3 consisted of grey-brown clay like soil. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 

37cm below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 47 

This test pit was excavated to a depth of 46cm below the surface and contained two strata. Stratum 1 



was 32cm thick and consisted of brown-grey sandy soil with small pebbles and had small to large rocks 

throughout. Almost all of the artifacts recovered from this test pit were unearthed in the first layer. 

These artifacts included four pipe stems, a pipe bowl, pearlware, tin-glazed earthenware, coarse 

earthenware and Staffordshire manganese mottled sherds. Stratum 2 was 2cm thick and contained 

grey-brown clay like soil with decomposing rocks. A glass bottle fragment was recovered from stratum 2.  

 

Test Pit 48 

While this test pit was excavated to a depth of 60cm below the surface only two strata were unearthed. 

Stratum 1 was 56cm deep and consisted of brown sandy soil with some beach cobbles. A small lens of 

grey clay like soil was located within Stratum 1 at 50cm below the surface. This lens was confined to the 

eastern section of the test pit and was 1-5cm thick. Stratum 2 was only 1cm thick and contained sterile 

brown-orange compact soil. All of the artifacts recovered from this test pit were unearthed in stratum 1. 

These artifacts included two pipe stems, glass bottle fragments, refined earthenware, pearlware, tin-

glazed earthenware, coarse earthenware, and Westerwald sherds.  

 

Test Pit 49 

Unfortunately test pit 49 was not fully excavated due to the weather however a number of artifacts 

were recovered from just under the sod, these included a glass drinking vessel, glass bottle sherds, a 

pipe stem, pearlware, coarse earthenware and Westerwald sherds.  

 


