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                                                           Introduction   

              The following report presents information concerning an archaeological survey 

that was conducted in Trepassey during the week beginning on October 16th and 

ending on the 22nd, 2017. Subsequently, an additional day of excavation utilizing a mini 

excavator was completed in the vicinity of Daniel’s Point (CeAi-09). Mr. Wayne Murphy 

operated the mini excavator and was supervised by archaeologist, Corey Hutchings. 

The submission of this report partially fulfills requirements for holding the Archaeological 

Investigation Permits 17.37 and 17.37a (Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, 

Department of Tourism, Culture and Recreation) and the terms set by The Sir William 

Vaughan Trust Incorporated (SWVT), a community organization responsible for funding 

this project.  

              Trepassey is a small Newfoundland community located on the southeast coast 

of the Avalon Peninsula (see Figure 1). Beginning in the 1500s various European              

groups travelled to this area to engage in the Newfoundland fishery. Rather than 

permanently settling in the region they were temporary residents. The SWVT has 

expressed an interest in Trepassey Bay as the area was once a part of the parcel of 

land owned by Sir William Vaughan, a Welsh writer, doctor, lawyer and colonial 

entrepreneur (Cell 2000). Through archaeological surveys supported by the SWVT in 

the fall of 2013 and 2014 it was determined that the Lower Coast was used by 

European groups as early as the 17th century. Evidence of an 18th century English 

component was also unearthed. Finally, the presence of stone fence works which have 

been dated to post 1830s illustrates land use by residents into modern times. The 

survey completed in 2017 focused on four areas including a plot of land currently owned 

by the Curtis family, the Lower Coast Cemetery, Jackson’s Plantation and Daniel’s 

Point.  

 

                                             Objective and Framework  

 

              The objective of this project is to build an understanding of the cultural history 

of Trepassey, specifically as it relates to early settlement and land use. Through 

historical documents, it is known that Trepassey was an area of the island frequented 



by various European groups involved in the fishery. This area would have been an ideal 

location due to its proximity to important fishing grounds. In addition, there would have 

been ample space along the beach and the barrisway-like isthmus to process dry fish. 

Previously, an archaeological investigation examining batteries along the southern 

shore (Mills 1998) included an assessment of the battery on the Lower Coast. 

Futhermore, archaeological surveys completed in 2013 and 2014 revealed evidence 

that suggests use of the Lower Coast as early as the 17th century, remnants of an 18th 

century English occupation and fence works that were constructed by the resident 

population after the 1830s, who would have predominately been of Irish ancestry.  

              The SWVT suggested four areas which were investigated during the 2017 

survey. The first area to be tested was the Curtis Property. It is located on the eastern 

side of the Lower Coast and includes an eroding bank exposed to tides and storm 

surges and land currently owned by the Curtis family. The second area to be examined 

was the Lower Coast Cemetery. This cemetery is not maintained by the local parish but 

is recognized by community members. Jackson’s Plantation was revisited in attempts to 

locate the remains of any structures. Finally, a small area located on the western side of 

Daniel’s Point was tested. Several specific research questions provide a framework to 

achieve the objective of the project. These questions include 1) how long have these 

areas been in use; 2) who used the sites; and 3) what activities took place on or near 

these sites.  

                                                  Historical Background 

 

            The history of Trepassey is firmly rooted in the early stages of the European cod 

fishery in the New World. Following John Cabot’s discovery of vast quantities of cod fish 

off the shores of Newfoundland in 1497 several European countries set sail to engage 

in a seasonal fishery. Trepassey Bay was cited on European maps as a geographic 

landmark as early as the first decade of the 16th century (Seary 1971:30). In 1505 the 

Trepassey area was known to Portuguese mariners as the area was referred to on a 

map as ‘Riuo de bosas’ or River of Roses. By the first half of the sixteenth century 

French fishermen, according to the account of Jacques Cartier, were perusing the 

industry along the east coast of Newfoundland to the straits of Belle Isle and in 1555, 



the name ‘Trepassey’ appears on a French map (Blackburn 1949, Wegenast and 

Stockwood 1981). The French word trepasse refers to people who have departed or 

died and may have referred to the many shipwrecks that occurred in the area. 

Alternatively, Trepassey may have been named after an area in Brittany on the coast of 

France called Baie de Trepasses.  

            In 1616, a tract of land stretching from Calvert to St. Mary’s Bay was purchased 

by Sir William Vaughan from the London and Bristol Company which held major assets 

on the Avalon Peninsula. But it was only four years later, in 1620, when Vaughan would 

sell portions of this land to Lord Baltimore and Lord Falkland (Wegenast and Stockwood 

1981).  

            French and English fishermen and planters occupied Trepassey throughout 

much of the 17th century due to its proximity to important fishing grounds (Butt 1998). In 

1684 Captain Francis Wheler reported that French families had settled Trepassey 

(Pope 2004:312). However, the area would become abandoned when the Anglo-French 

wars began in the 1690s (Butt 1998). In 1702 the war reached a tipping point in 

Trepassey when Sir John Leake, Captain of the Exeter, arrived in Trepassey harbour on 

August 29th and proceeded to “drive out the French” by burning their homes, stores and 

fish drying stages (Godfrey 2003). By 1708 there were no inhabitants living there (Butt 

1998). Change would come in 1713 with the Treaty of Utrecht, this treaty granted the 

English control over the harbour and they became the sole operators. As a result, 

several English families dominated the landscape as magistrates and merchants. 

English merchants were known to have employed Irishmen in the local fishery. After the 

American revolution of 1776 the migratory English banks fishery started to decline and 

the control of Trepassey fell to its residents who were predominately Irish. However, in 

1786 Trepassey was visited by Prince William Henry indicating England held on to 

colonial aspirations in Newfoundland during the post war period (Rollmann N.D.). The 

Prince arrived in Trepassey Harbour on the 27th of June but did not go ashore and upon 

departing on the 11th of July there were very few activities to report (Rollmann N.D.). 

Perhaps the most fruitful information produced during this visit were the drawings of 

Trepassey Harbour prepared by the Pegasus navigator, James S. Meres (see Figures 

2&3). By 1804 only six English residents remained in the harbour compared to two-



hundred and twenty-one Irish residents (Wegenast and Stockwood 1981). The early 

19th century remained a prosperous one for Newfoundland and its fishery as the 

Napoleonic Wars (1803-1815) gave the colony almost complete control over the 

international fish trade (Higgins 2009). Many Irish immigrants arrived during the first 

three decades of the century and fishing operations began to rely on family labour as 

opposed to the sizable boat and shore crew operations of the migratory fishery. The 

fishery played a pivotal role in the settlement and development of Trepassey. Due to the 

closure of the local fish plant in 1991 and the cod moratorium of 1992 there was a 

dramatic population decline however there are a few residents who remain engaged in 

the fishing industry today.  

 

                                                Land Use in Trepassey 

 

            Throughout time people have constructed and used the environment around 

them to meet their various needs. The landscape of Trepassey is no different and 

provided inhabitants with a sheltered harbour as well as a space where economic and 

domestic tasks could take place. Most notably are the barrisway-like isthmus and the 

large beach on the most northern section of the Lower Coast that would have provided 

areas for drying fish. These features would have been important as the fishery played a 

vital role in the peopling of the area. During the American Revolution, the Lower Coast 

was a strategic defense location and a portion of the coast was used to construct a 

battery to protect the harbour from American privateers. The location was chosen by 

Captain Robert Pringle and construction of the battery was carried out by residents 

between late 1778 and mid 1779 (Mills 1998). While all the batteries along the Southern 

Shore were deactivated after the American Revolution ended, it is believed that the 

Trepassey battery may have been reactivated in 1812 and abandoned shortly after the 

war of 1812 (Mills 1998). Stone fence structures located to the north of the battery 

indicate another activity area and are a clear definition of land ownership. These 

structures were tested in 2013 and indicate that animal husbandry was an activity 

carried out by Trepassey residents in the mid to late 1800s (Fleming 2014). During the 

2014 survey a thoroughfare known locally as Currie’s Lane was noted. This laneway 



stretches from the stone works in the south, through the settlement, to the beach in the 

north thus providing a link between the various activity areas. Finally, an area of unused 

pasture land known as Jackson’s Plantation was no doubly host to various activities of 

daily life from domestic chores to fish processing.  

 

                                                         Methodology 

 

            Archaeological field work examining Jackson’s Plantation, Daniel’s Point, the 

Curtis Property and the Lower Coast Cemetery took place from the 16th-22nd of 

October 2017 with an additional day of survey occurring on the 9th of November. The 

first two days of excavation were hampered by rain, but a pedestrian survey and 

subsurface testing by way of shovel test pitting was completed. Fifteen 50cm by 50cm 

test pits were placed along the Curtis Property, Jackson’s Plantation and Daniel’s Point. 

Three of the test pits were placed on the Curtis Property, five at Jackson’s Plantation 

and seven on Daniel’s Point. In addition to this 4 test trenches were placed at Daniel’s 

Point.1 The location of these test pits was recorded using a Garmin GPSmap 62s. 

 

                                           Jackson’s Plantation (CeAi-07) 

 

            This site was first recorded in 2014 when 72 artifacts were recovered from 

seven test pits. Additional testing was carried out in 2017 in hopes of locating building 

foundations. Five test pits were excavated during this time and 113 artifacts were 

recovered. The variety of artifacts recovered can be assigned to five different categories 

and include personal items, household items, building materials, items of production 

and trade. Personal items recovered from the site in 2017 are limited to 12 pipe 

fragments. Unfortunately, none of the fragments recovered contained a maker’s mark. 

Household items make up the largest part of the collection and contain various 

ceramics, glass bottle fragments and a knife. The variety of wares unearthed include 

North Devon Sgraffito (1635-1710), Westerwald stoneware (1650-1750), North Devon 

earthenware (1680-19th century), Somerset-type earthenware (17th-19th century), 

                                                           
1 To review test pit and test trench descriptions see Appendices.  



creamware (1775-1829), pearlware (1779-1830), refined earthenware and stoneware 

(see Figures 4-7) (Noel Hume 1969; Miller et al. 2000; Good 1987).2 The production 

dates for these items fit within the previous date range given for the site, 17th-20th 

century, with many items reaching popularity in the 18th century. While foundations 

were not located during the 2017 survey several building materials were unearthed and 

included nails, window glass fragments and pieces of brick. Items of production were 

also recovered and include lead waste which may have been a by-product from 

manufacturing fishing weights and slag, a common by-product of smelting. Finally, while 

ceramics are indicative of trade several pieces of ballast flint were also recovered. Flint 

is a natural occurring stone found in Europe (See Figure 8). Ballast flint was used by 

both French and English merchants who would fill the hold of their ships with this 

material before departing Europe. Once they arrived in the various trading harbours of 

the New World they would unload the ballast and fill their hold with goods, such as fish.  

 

                                                 Daniel’s Point (CeAi-09) 

 

            This site was first recorded by Clausnitzer in 2014 and was described as a 19th 

century habitation site that had experienced much disturbance. The Sir William 

Vaughan Trust were interested in further investigating the site after talking with Mr. 

Wayne Murphy who had installed pole lines in the area in the early 1990s. Mr. Murphy 

described unearthing a dry cut stone wall along the pole line.  

             The local topography of Daniel’s Point is dominated by a flat top plateau with 

steep hillsides (Figure 9). The current road and pole line follow the foot of the hill and 

have not been altered since the work Mr. Murphy completed here. A large gouge in this 

hillside is likely related to the gathering of fill to construct a building lot for a house 

located to the west of the current road. The removal date of this fill was difficult to 

ascertain but almost certainly predates the replacement of the utility poles from which 

the foundation was reported.  

            Seven test pits were excavated during the 2017 season and followed the pole 

                                                           
2 Due to the small size of various sherds a specific ware type or production date could not be assigned. As in the 
case of the Somerset-type fragment, the ware is identified but a more specific date cannot be deduced.  



line bordered on the west by the current road and drainage system. Three artifacts were 

recovered including a nail, a refined earthenware sherd and a glass bottle fragment. 

Shovel testing at CeAi-09 was particularly difficult as there were several compacted fill 

layers followed by large boulder sized rocks. Difficulties in shovel testing the area and 

failure to locate building foundations led the SWVT to propose the use of a mini 

excavator to dig beyond what could be accomplished with shovel testing. With 

permission from the PAO the permit was extended, and a day long survey was 

completed on November 9th under the supervision of Corey Hutchings. Mr. Wayne 

Murphy assisted the excavation by operating the mini excavator. Four test trenches 

were excavated, the locations of which were based on Mr. Murphy’s previous 

experience in addition to visible surface features and Fleming’s positive test pits. Three 

of the test trenches yielded cultural remains. Artifacts consisted mostly of generic 19th-

20th century ceramics including blue transfer prints, undecorated white wares, and three 

fragments of an embossed white ware vessel. Additionally, smaller numbers of clear 

glass, brick fragments and a locally constructed wheel. No evidence of the reported wall 

was recovered and there appears to be a general lack of structural features in the area 

tested.   

 

                                              Curtis Property (CeAi-11) 

 

 The Curtis Property is located on the eastern side of the Lower Coast and 

includes land currently occupied by the Curtis family as well as a bank that, being 

exposed to high tides and storm surges, is eroding into the ocean (see Figure 10). Due 

to coastal erosion in this area I completed a pedestrian survey along the beach. Nine 

artifacts were recovered from the surface of the eroding bank or on the beach itself. In 

addition to this, 187 artifacts were unearthed in three test pits excavated at the site. A 

variety of materials were recovered including brick, window glass, nails, other metals 

such as lead and copper alloy, pipe fragments, gunflint, bottle glass fragments and 

ceramic sherds. The collection predominately consisted of ceramic fragments. Several 

different types were recovered and include, Spanish olive jar coarse earthenware 

(1560-1800), Westerwald stoneware (1650-1750), North Devon gravel tempered coarse 



earthenware (1680-1800s), white salt-glazed stoneware (1685-1785), Nottingham-type 

stoneware (1700-1810), Ligurian-style earthenware (1700-1850), Astbury-type ware 

(1720-1750s), Buckley ware (1720-1775), Jackfield ware (1740-1790), creamware 

(1775-1829), pearlware (1779-1830), tin-glazed earthenware, coarse earthenware, 

refined earthenware and porcelain (see Figures 11-19) (Goggin 1960; Miller et al. 2000; 

Noel Hume 1969; Watkins 1960; Edwards and Hampson 2005; Amouric et al. 2016). 

Since these artifacts were recovered mixed throughout the strata a defined activity or 

occupation layer could not be distinguished. Additionally, the strata itself did not appear 

to be disturbed. Due to these factors it is likely that this area was used as a midden, 

where refuse was disposed.  

            Many of these ceramic types have been recovered from other sites in Trepassey 

however the Spanish olive jar sherds and Ligurian-style earthenware sherds are worth 

noting. The production date range for Spanish olive jars is vast and can be narrowed 

down when diagnostic pieces such as rims are present (Goggin 1960). While the sherds 

recovered from CeAi-11 are undiagnostic, Spanish olive jars commonly appear on 

British colonial sites (Carter 1982). A study of nine jars recovered from Fermeuse 

Harbour, located north of Trepassey, suggests that the appearance of these items was 

likely due to triangular trade by English ships, involved in trade between Newfoundland, 

Spain and North Devon (Carter 1982). The presence of various English ceramic types in 

the archaeological record in Trepassey may point toward a similar trading pattern.  

            Ligurian-style earthenware or Abisola was produced in Northern Italy in the first 

half of the 18th century until the 1840s (Amouric et al. 2016). While the presence of this 

ware indicates a connection between Newfoundland and Italy it is harder to determine if 

it originated from an English or French trade route. However, Ligurian-style 

earthenware’s have previously been found in association with French based collections 

and trade routes in the province (Murphy 2011; St. John 2011). 

            From the presence of Westerwald stoneware (1650-1775), North Devon gravel 

tempered coarse earthenware (1680-1800s) and white salt-glazed stoneware (1685-

1785) it could be suggested that the area was in use as early as the mid-late 17th 



century.3 However, with such extended production dates an 18th century occupation of 

the area is probable. Particularly, while white salt-glaze stoneware was manufactured 

for a hundred-year period it was most popular from circa 1720-1770 (Edwards and 

Hampson 2005:30, 34, 46). In addition to this, Astbury-type ware has a shorter range of 

production from 1720-1750s, followed by Buckley ware (1720-1775) and Jackfield ware 

(1740-1790). The presence of creamware, pearlware and other refined earthenware’s 

represents occupation of the area into recent times.     

 

                                          Lower Coast Cemetery (CeAi-12) 

            The Lower Coast Cemetery is located to the south side of Battery Road and is 

immediately west of the Curtis Property. It is bordered to the east and west by private 

driveways. To date, the cemetery is not maintained by the local parish and was heavily 

overgrown upon arrival in October. With the help of Jackie McCormack, the area was 

cleared of vegetation. Many of the headstones observed at this site are unmarked rocks 

(see Figure 20). One engraved headstone exists which reads “Henry Curties departed 

this life June 22, 1819” the remainder is illegible (see Figure 21). The cemetery contains 

more than 15 burials, but a total number of individuals could not be ascertained due to 

overgrowth.  

                                                           Summary  

 

        This report describes the archaeological survey that took place on Trepassey’s 

Lower Coast during the fall of 2017. This survey was a continuation of the investigation 

into Trepassey’s cultural history, specifically as it relates to early settlement and land 

use which began in the fall of 2013. The primary goal of the 2017 survey was to locate 

building foundations or other structural features. While this did not occur, the survey 

was successful in expanding upon Trepassey history. Two new sites including the 

Lower Coast Cemetery and the Curtis Property were recorded. In addition, the recovery 

of new marital types such as Spanish olive jar and Ligurian-style earthenware fragments 

and ballast flint point towards intricate trade routes between European ports and 

                                                           
3 The Spanish Olive Jar fragments were not included here because the production date extends to the 19th century 
and a narrower production date cannot be determined due to the fact that the sherds are not diagnostic.  



Trepassey. While fishing and subsequent trade were clearly important activities in the 

harbour, the recovery of slag illustrates a wider variety of activities that would have been 

taking place within the community. 

 

                                            Potential for Future Research 

 

              The geography of Trepassey Harbour including its size, shape and location has 

attracted people to the area for hundreds of years. Information gained from surveys 

supported by the Sir William Vaughan Trust Incorporated supplements historical 

documents regarding early settlement in Trepassey. While it is evident that the area has 

been occupied for centuries this continued occupation has led to the disturbance of 

archaeological materials. Additional archaeological investigation could reveal 

information regarding early settlement however it is less likely that these areas will be 

found in an undisturbed state. In an effort to pinpoint early building foundations an in-

depth report citing available historic documents, primarily historical maps of the harbour, 

would aid the process. Specifically, an individual with a background in geographic 

information systems could potentially place historic maps with building locations atop a 

current map of Trepassey Harbour increasing the likelihood of locating any early 

structures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figures  

 

 
Figure 1: Location of Trepassey on the southeast coast of Newfoundland’s Avalon Peninsula. 
 

 



 
Figure 2: James S. Meres draught of Trepassey Harbour looking towards Daniel’s Point.  
 

 
Figure 3: James S. Meres draught of Trepassey Harbour looking towards the Lower Coast.  



 
Figure 4: North Devon Sgraffito sherd recovered from CeAi-07. 
 



 
Figure 5: Westerwald stoneware sherds recovered from CeAi-07.  
 



 
Figure 6: North Devon gravel tempered coarse earthenware sherd recovered from CeAi-07.  
 



 
Figure 7: Somerset-type earthenware sherd recovered from CeAi-07.  
 



 
Figure 8: Ballast flints recovered from CeAi-07.  



 
Figure 9: Daniels Point and features discussed.   



 

 
Figure 10: Coastal erosion at CeAi-09.  



 

 
Figure 11: Spanish olive Jar fragments recovered from CeAi-11.  
 



 
Figure 12: Westerwald stoneware sherds recovered from CeAi-11. 
 



 
Figure 13: North Devon gravel tempered coarse earthenware sherds recovered from CeAi-11.  
 



 
Figure 14: White salt glazed stoneware sherds recovered from CeAi-11. 
 



 
Figure 15: Nottingham-type stoneware sherd recovered from CeAi-11.  
 



 
Figure 16: Ligurian-style earthenware sherds recovered from CeAi-11.  
 



 
Figure 17: Astbury-type earthenware sherd recovered from CeAi-11.  
 



 
Figure 18: Buckley coarse earthenware sherds recovered from CeAi-11.  
 



 
Figure 19: Jackfield ware sherds recovered from CeAi-11.  
 



 
Figure 20: Plain stone grave marker present at CeAi-12.  
 



   
Figure 21: Headstone of Henry Curties located at CeAi-12.  
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                                                                                     Appendices 
 

Test Pit Descriptions  

 

Jackson’s Plantation (CeAi-07) 

 

Test Pit 1 

This test pit was excavated on the 18th of October 2017. This test pit contained 3 

different stratigraphic layers. Layer 1 consisted of grey-brown soil with a lot od pebbles 

and angular rocks mixed throughout. All the artifacts unearthed, 30 in total, were 

recovered from this layer. Layer 2 was a dark brown and orange compacted soil with a 

lot of rocks and was sterile. Finally layer 3 contained grey soil with a lot of small pebbles 

and larger rocks. While the soil was compacted it was looser than layer 2. Artifacts 

recovered included pipe bowl and stem fragments, glass sherds, refined earthenware, 

creamware, pearlware, coarse earthenware sherds, Westerwald sherds, brick, nails and 

lead waste. The test pit was excavated to a depth of 40cm below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 2 

Test pit 2 was excavated on the 18th of October. The test pit was excavated to a depth 

of 11cm below the surface along the north wall but ran deeper in the south of the unit. 

Excavation in the north section of the unit was impeded by a large rock. The 

stratigraphic layer consisted of grey soil and had a lot of angular, slate-like rocks 

throughout. Thirty-two artifacts were recovered from this unit and include brick, window 

and bottle glass sherds, refined earthenware sherds, creamware, stoneware, nails, 

ballast flint and a pipe stem fragment.  

 

Test Pit 3 

Excavated on the 19th of October this test pit contained 2 stratigraphic layers and was 

dug to a depth of 45cm below the surface in the south and 22cm in the north. Layer 1 

consisted of brown-grey sticky soil. Four artifacts were recovered from this layer and 

included window glass fragments and a refined earthenware sherd. Layer 2 was 

comprised of brown-grey sticky soil with a lot of rocks, and a largish square, flat rock 

that may have been used for construction of a cellar or other building. Twenty artifacts 

were recovered from this layer and include brick, nails, glass bottle fragments, refined 

earthenware, creamware, a pipe stem and a North Devon gravel tempered coarse 

earthenware sherd.  

 

Test Pit 4 

Test pit 4 was excavated on the 19th of October, contained 4 distinct stratigraphic layers 

and was excavated to a depth of 50cm below the surface. Layer 1 was a brown sticky 

soil where 5 artifacts were unearthed. These artifacts included brick, 3 refined 

earthenware sheds and a pipe bowl fragment. Layer 2 contained brown-grey soil with 

beach and angular rocks. This layer is possibly the result of a backfill event. Three 

artifacts were recovered from layer 2 and include a refined earthenware sherd, a pipe 



stem fragment and a Westerwald sherd. Layer 3 was also a brown-grey soil but did not 

contain beach or angular rocks. 9 artifacts were recovered from this layer and include a 

porcelain sherd, 4 nails, a knife, a pipe heel fragment, a North Devon gravel tempered 

coarse earthenware sherd and a North Devon sgraffito sherd. Layer 4 contained a 

brown-orange compacted soil with angular rocks. No artifacts were recovered from this 

layer. Finally, a piece of ballast flint was recovered from this test pit but it’s provenience 

was not recorded.  

 

Test Pit 5 

Test pit 5 contained 5 stratigraphic layers and was excavated on the 19th of October. 9 

artifacts were recovered from this test pit and all but 1 were unearthed in layer 1. Layer 

1 contained brown sticky soil and 8 artifacts. These artifacts included a pipe bowl 

fragment, bottle and window glass sherds, brick, nails, pearlware sherds and a 

Somerset coarse earthenware sherd. Layer 2 consisted of brown soil with brick and 

mortar and angular rocks. The brick pieces were not collected as this is likely from a 

recent fill event. Layer 3 contained brown-grey soil with a few rocks. Layer 4 was a thin 

2cm dark brown compacted soil lens. Finally, layer 5 was a brown-grey compact soil 

with several rocks. A single pipe stem fragment was recovered from layer 5. This shovel 

test was excavated to a depth of 55cm below the surface.    

 

Daniel’s Point (CeAi-09) 

 

Test Pit 1 

Test Pit 1 was excavated on the 20th of October and contained 2 stratigraphic layers. 

Dry brown soil was uncovered beneath the sod. This deposit ran 13cm below the sod in 

the western section and 19cm below the sod in the eastern section. A few medium 

sized rocks were mixed throughout. The second layer contained sticky dark brown soil 

and a lot of large rocks. These rocks impeded further excavation of the unit. The 

western section of the unit was excavated to a depth of 15cm below the surface where 

a large rock was uncovered. The eastern section was excavated to a depth of 58cm 

below the surface. Modern pepsi and beer bottle glass was found but not recovered.  

 

Test Pit 2 

Excavated on the 20th of October, this shovel test contained 2 stratigraphic layers and 

boulder sized rocks. Layer 1 consisted of dry brown soil with small to medium sized 

pebbles, it ran 13cm below the surface in the western section and 6cm below the 

surface in the eastern section. At 6cm below the surface in the eastern section a large 

boulder sized rock was exposed. Layer 2 was confined to the west section of the unit, it 

consisted of sticky brown soil and at 25cm below the surface large rocks were 

uncovered which hampered further excavation. No artifacts were recovered from this 

unit.  

 

Test Pit 3 

Test pit 3 contained 4 stratigraphic layers. The deposit beneath the sod consisted of dry 



brown soil with small pebbles and was 9cm thick. Two distinct stratigraphic layers were 

uncovered beneath layer 1. The 2nd layer was confined to the western section of the test 

pit and consisted of grey soil with a lot of small pebbles. This appeared to be a fill layer. 

The third deposit was found beneath layer 1 in the eastern section of the test pit, it was 

comprised of brown-grey clay like soil. Layer 2 was 4cm thick while layer 3 was 5cm 

thick. Beneath layers 2 and 3 a dark brown sticky soil was unearthed. Large boulder 

sized rocks impeded excavation into this layer. The test pit contained 2 artifacts, a 

refined earthenware sherd and a glass bottle fragment. The test pit was excavated to a 

depth of 34cm below the surface.  

 

Test Pit 4 

Four distinct stratigraphic layers were uncovered in Test pit 4. Beneath the sod a layer 

of light brown-grey soil with a lot of pebbles was exposed and was 6cm thick. The 

second deposit was found in the eastern and western extents of the test pit, beneath 

layer 1. It was 4cm thick and was comprised of grey soil with a lot of pebbles. Layer 3 

consisted of brown soil that had a lot of angular rocks mixed throughout. Layer 4, dark 

grey soil with a lot of angular rocks, was excavated to a depth of 42cm below the 

surface. No artifacts were recovered from this test pit.  

 

Test Pit 5 

This test pit was excavated on the 20th of October and contained 3 distinct stratigraphic 

layers. Layer 1 was 19cm thick in the western section and 17cm thick in the eastern 

section, it consisted of grey compact soil and had a lot of crushed stone mixed 

throughout. Layer 2 was 13cm thick in the western section and 8cm thick in the eastern 

section, here the soil was dark brown and sticky with rocks throughout. The third layer 

consisted of grey compact soil with a lot of pebbles mixed throughout. This deposit was 

excavated to a depth of 51cm below the surface in the western section and 31cm below 

the surface in the eastern section. A large rock was uncovered in the eastern section. A 

nail was recovered from this test pit.  

 

Test Pit 6 

Three stratigraphic deposits were uncovered in Test pit 6. Beneath the sod a layer of 

brown soil with crushed stone was exposed. This layer was 9cm thick. Layer 2 was 

25cm thick in the western section and 21cm thick in the eastern section, it consisted of 

sticky brown soil and had a lot of angular rocks. Finally layer 3 was composed of dark 

brown sticky soil with crushed stone. This test pit was excavated to a depth of 41cm 

below the surface and did not contain any artifacts.  

 

Test Pit 7 

Excavated on the 20th of October this test pit contained 4 stratigraphic deposits and was 

excavated to a depth of 60cm below the surface. Layer 1 consisted of brown soil with 

small rocks, it was 10cm thick in the western section and 16cm thick in the eastern 

section. Layer 2 was composed of brown sticky soil with rocks throughout. It was 15cm 

thick in the western section and 19cm thick in the eastern section. Layer 3 and 4 were 



found beneath layer 2. Layer 3 was confined to the western section of the test pit and 

contained grey sticky clay like soil with pebbles throughout. Layer 4 was unearthed 

beneath layer 2 in the eastern section of the test pit as well as beneath layer 3 in the 

western section. It consisted of dark brown soil with a lot of pebbles. No artifacts were 

recovered from this test pit.     

 

Test Trench 1 

The initial test pit was excavated directly to the south of a utility pole that was replaced 

in the 1990 s (see Photo 1) but to the north of the above described fill extraction. The 

trench was excavated perpendicular to the hillside while attempting to follow 

stratigraphic layers with the intention of uncovering the wall. The final dimensions of the 

trench were 2 x 3 m with a depth of over 1 m. A small collection (N=4) of transfer print 

ceramic was recovered along with a single fragment of brick. No structural elements 

were recovered and there was no evidence of a wall - intact or otherwise.  

Photo 1: Test trench 1, note replaced utility pole to left of photo. 

 

Test Trench 2 

After the initial test trench proved negative, Mr. Murphy suggested that we move south 

of the location where fill was removed and farther inland and upslope.  This 1 x 3 m 

trench excavated to a depth of 1.5 m provided the clearest example of the undisturbed 

stratigraphy seen in the area. Soil profile consists of a thick organic layer which over 



lays a mix of grey silt and rocks (Photo 2) with no evidence of cultural modification or 

disturbance. There was no cultural material recovered from this trench and no evidence 

of intact walls or displaced construction materials.  

 
Photo 2: Test trench 2, stratigraphy appears natural and uninterrupted. 

 

Test Trench 3 

This trench was located much further south of the previous two trenches and on the 

point of the plateau. The location of this trench was based on the presence of seemingly 

displaced rocks on the surface (Photo 3). A 1 x 3 m trench was opened perpendicular to 

the hill but was abandoned after a depth of on 40 cm. Excavation quickly showed that 

this area was likely a recent midden or at least a secondary deposit of material from 



elsewhere with a mix of recent plastics, glass and embossed ceramics.  

 

Photo 3: Test trench 3, mix of broken concrete and displaced rocks which drew attention to the area. 

 

Test Trench 4 

The final trench was decided on after an extensive walking of the area and the 

discovery of what appeared to be a stone alignment that created a step midway up the 

hillside slope (Photo 4). The top of this alignment was extremely loose so the decision 

was made to situate the trench parallel to the alignment to try and maintain any 

structure. Cultural material was uncovered immediately beneath the surface and 

consisted of a mix of metal fragments, ceramics, glass and an iron and wood 

wheelbarrow wheel. The final dimensions of the trench were 1 x 3 m with a depth of 

80cm. While the stone alignment did appear to be visible beneath the surface Mr. 

Murphy said that it still did not match the formalized wall he remembered.  



         
Photo 4: Test trench 4, Arrow indicates stone alignment post excavation of Test trench 4. 
 

Curtis Property (CeAi-11) 

 

Test Pit 1 

This test pit was excavated on the 16th of October 2017. The test pit was placed 

approximately 2m west of the eroding bank and two strata were encountered. Beneath 

the sod was a layer of brown soil with small round pebbles. This layer contained areas 

of orange stained soil. The discolouration may have been a result of the presence of 

degraded iron. Charcoal coloured lenses were also encountered in this layer. Both were 

sporadic and not well defined. The second layer was exposed at a depth of 26cm below 

the surface. The soil was dark brown, organic and bog like. Due to consistent rain and 

water build up this layer was only excavated to 35cm below the surface. In total, 93 

artifacts were recovered from this test pit, 89 from stratum one and 4 from stratum 2. 

Artifact types recovered from stratum 1 include pipe bowl and stem fragments, nails, 

lead waste, tin-glazed earthenware, bottle and window glass fragments, brick, gunflint, 

refined earthenware, creamware, pearlware, coarse earthenware, porcelain sherds, 

white salt-glazed stoneware, Ligurian-style ware and Westerwald sherds. The 4 artifacts 

recovered from stratum 2 included a white salt-glazed stoneware sherd, tin-glazed 

earthenware sherd, red bodied earthenware sherd and a pipe stem. 

 

 



Test Pit 2 

Test pit 2 was excavated on the 17th of October 2017. This test pit was excavated to a 

depth of 30cm below the surface in the south and 25cm below surface in the north. Only 

one soil layer or strata was encountered and consisted of brown soil with small pebbles. 

The test pit was not excavated to sterile as rain continued and water began to build up 

in the test pit. A total of 74 artifacts were recovered, 12 were found in the sod layer and 

62 from layer 1. Artifacts unearthed in the sod included brick, refined earthenware 

sheds, creamware, Buckley ware and Spanish olive jar wear sherds. Artifacts found in 

layer 1 included bottle and window glass sherds, pipe stem and bowl fragments, brick, 

nails, coarse earthenware sherds, refined earthenware sherds, creamware, tin-glazed 

earthenware, North Devon gravel tempered coarse earthenware, Jackfield ware and 

Buckley ware.  

 

Test Pit 3 

Test Pit 3 was excavated on the 18th of October 2017and contained 2 stratigraphic 

layers. Layer one was encountered directly beneath the sod and consisted of dark 

brown soil with pebbles. This layer continued to a depth of 13cm below the surface in 

the south and 16cm below the surface in the north. Beneath this was a dark brown 

organic bog like deposit. 20 artifacts were recovered from this test pit, 1 from the sod, 

18 from stratum 1 and 1 from stratum 2. A single pipe stem fragment was recovered 

from the sod. Artifacts recovered from stratum 1 include a nail, unidentified lead, 

unidentified copper alloy, pipe stem fragments, bottle glass fragment, whiteware sherds, 

tin-glaze, Astbury-type sherd, Nottingham type stoneware sherd, and English brown 

stoneware sherds. The lone artifact recovered from stratum 2 was a pipe stem 

fragment. 


